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It was a breath of fresh air, a welcome relief to finally return to the issues that every day
people care about. I was particularly pleased to hear the President stand firmly in
support of Social Security and Medicare, and soundly reject the efforts of those who
want to dismantle these critical social insurance programs.   

I hope that my Republican colleagues who control the agenda of the House will turn their
attention to the pressing issues raised by the President tonight. While much of
Washington is focused on the verdict in the Senate, the verdict of most Americans will
be based on how this Congress addresses these basic issues.
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